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News_

Josh Dorman
Stafl Reporter

A few teachers will be leaving San Luis Obis-
po High School at the end of the 2014-2015
year. Many have been wondering who, is say-
ing good-bye to our high school for good.
Former SLOHS United States history teach-
er David Kelley, who transferred earlier this
year, 1s the new head football coach at Mor-
.+ 10 Bay High School, and teaches criminal
justice, U.S. history, and Associated Student
Body Leadership.

“I miss the awesome students and staff,” said
Kelley after being asked what he misses most
about SLOHS.

As detailed in a previous Expressions article,
Spanish teacher Tracey Nelms will be trans-
ferring to Morro Bay High School at the end
of the school year.

After five years of teaching at SLOHS, Ad-
vanced Placement Art History and Ceramics
teacher Amanda Bockelman i1s moving to
Orange County because her husband was ac-
cepted into graduate school.

She plans on taking a break from teaching

‘Advanced Placement art history teacher Amanda Bockelman and history teacher Carrie Zinn pose In
the classroom.

to raise her kids and spend more time with ~ Obispo. She said that she is looking forward
family. to “not living by the bell,” getting to sleep.m

“I will most miss the creativity that I see in  more, traveling, and spending more time with
all of my classes,” said Bockelman. her husband.

“I love SLO and [I’m] excited about what’s “I will miss the students who have taught
coming up but I'm really sad to leave at the me so much, even though I am supposed to be
same time,” said Bockelman. teaching them, and the love and appreciation

History teacher Carrie Zinn is retiring af- they have given me for what I do. I'll never be
ter thirty-nine years of teaching in San Luis able to replace that,” said Zinn.
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Senior Joelle Lewis celebrates on the national FFA stage

Krissie Miller

Staff Reporter

Senior Joelle Lewis has again amazed the
community of the Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca and the student body of San Luis Obispo
High School with her dedication to the club
and her success in the competitive field. With
her high school years coming to a close, and
her FFA responsibilities growing faster than
ever, Expressions sat down with Lewis to find
out exactly what was on her mind.

Expressions: Why did you join FFA?

Senior Joelle Lewis: Both my sisters were
involved, and so it was only natural that I also
oot involved. They were pretty much the sole
reason that I joined in the first place.
Expressions: What caused you to continue
being involved with FFA?

Lewis: What made me stay involved was how
awesome the whole experience is. I got to
compete in a variety of contests, have exten-
sive leadership experience, and make friends
that I will keep in contact with for the rest of
my life.

Expressions: What awards or roles have you
been given through FFA?

Lewis: Throughout the past four years I have
been a part of the 2012 national novice par-
liamentary procedure champion team, been a
state competitor for both impromptu and pre-
pared public speaking, and our advanced par-
liamentary procedure team just won the state

“I know that
the impact FFA has had

on me will remain present, as
this organization has completely
transformed who I am, and I will

continue to give back to it in

every way I can,” said se-
nior Joelle Lewis.

contest and we will move on to nationals in
the fall. As far as leadership roles go, through-
out high school I have been fortunate enough
to serve as an officer on the chapter, sectional,
and regional level, and I was recently elected
to serve as the California State FFA President
for the upcoming year,

ch

—————

Expressions: What has impacted you most
about FFA?

Lewis: The comfortable atmosphere that is
present not only in our Ag department, but
throughout the entire organization, because
it truly encourages members to grow and try
new things. I never thought I would be able to
stand in front of thousands of people to give
a speech, let alone want to, but that is the im-
pact this organization has: it encourages you
to constantly jump out of your comfort zone
until you are self-motivated to continue grow-
ing. '

EXxpressions: What does your future look like
with FFA?

Lewis: I will spend this next year traveling
around California putting on leadership based
workshops and conferences for FFA mem-
bers, as well as interacting with industry lead-
ers and agriculture teachers to learn what the
future of the agriculture industry needs. Be-
yond my year as a state officer, and as I attend
college, 1 know that the impact FFA has had
on me will remain present, as this organizd-
tion has completely transformed who 1 am,
and I will continue to give back to it in any
way [ can.
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Editor: Izzy Kramer

Inion

Drew Minnoch
Editor-in-Chief

With three teachers leaving San Luis Obispo
High School after the 2014-2015 school year,
administration is currently hiring to fill the
vacancies. The process is intensive, requiring
-y in-classroom evaluations and multiple rounds
of interviews. Though students give some
feedback after a sample lesson, their input has
relatively little decision-making power. Natu-
rally, there are certain factors to this process
that students are unaware of, but from a stu-
dent’s perspective, the best teachers are ones
who form meaningful connections with their
pupils.

“A teacher needs to show students that they
care,” said sophomore Rae Odom. “Teachers
like [Biology teacher Jenny] Macartney actu-
ally care about how students comprehend the
material on an individual basis,” said Odom.
According to The Telegraph, the most suc-
cessful teachers show passion for their sub-
ject and command respect from their students.

“Students can tell when a teacher doesn’t
really care about their subject. Great teach-
€rs can engage even reluctant students,” said

Zach Wise
Staff Reporter

School 1s supposed to be a place of knowl-
edge, but how much are we actually learning?
Ask most students and they will say that for
them, high school is a place of strict grading
and harsh judgment. As grades continue to
build, it creates a very competitive, stressful
environment.

To me, this is not how school should be.
School is supposed to be a place of learn-
ing where we are taught information and life
skills that will improve our well-being as
adults. With the system currently in effect, not
only are many left behind, but often the infor-
mation is useless. Even if the information is
important, students are so distracted with both
the insane work load and the intense grade
competition that the actual material is often
not retained.

Though grades do pose an issue, it’s the cur-
riculum that adds insult to injury. I would be
perfectly willing to compete for good grades
if the information was worth the time. Most of

the things I find myself learning will be com-

T ————————————

>

Odom. Increasingly, teachers are using new
mediums to captivate their students. An Ad-
vanced Placement government class, for ex-
ample, can utilize information from Twitter
to stimulate a discussion of real-time current
events. In a calculus class, three-dimensional
models projecte onto a SmartBoard can hel;

—l——h

students visually conceptualize the rotational
volume of a function.

Technology literacy, in that context, is a cru-
cial aspect of a prospective teacher. It can be a
novelty when teachers fumble around looking
for the Tiger News Network link, but in some
cases, tech incompetence can actually hinder
student learning.

“I want a teacher who is more hands on and

pletely useless as soon as I graduate. An ex-
ample of this would be tangent ratios. I cannot
possibly imagine a reason I will ever have to
use tangent ratios after high school. Perhaps
if I plan to do something in the math field, but
I am positive that is nothing I am interested
in. I think it is unfair we must endure all this
completely useless information.

By freshman year, I knew which subjects I
enjoy, and which I did not. The choice should
be ours of what subjects we devote such a
large amount of time to. This also builds the
concept of reward over happiness. Students
focus entirely on their “A” grade, and though
they may not find enjoyment in many of those
subjects, endure so they can get into a good
college. Once in these colleges, many of these
people go into fields that may make them a lot
of money, but do not provide them with any
real enjoyment. Grades are teaching us that
reward is more important than happiness and
well-being, and that is not what people’s pri-
orities should be.

“Grades don’t reflect intelligence, as they
are mostly comprised of unproductive busy
work. I also think the school system is more

tin new teacher hires

incorporates more technology in class,” said
sophomore Sheri Donahue. “You can use
programs like Google Classroom to look at
missed assignments and Power Points.”
Students who participate in sports, on-cam-
pus clubs, extracurricular activities, or even
extra late-start Mondays, miss school and
need to be able to clearly communicate with

their teacher.

Though flashy computer programs can cer-
tainly be effective in the classroom, the core
values of a teacher are the ones that shine
through. English teacher Ivan Simon, who
still clings to his chalkboard, is still one of
SLOHS’s greatest educators because he in-
spires students to achieve their greatest poten-
tial. During my time in his AP class, we prob-
ably successfully watched TNN about seven
times, but I still think to “tighten, brighten,
and sharpen” my prose, as I learned in his
class.

To the hiring board, don’t choose a candidate
based on how prestigious their alma mater is.
Pick the candidate who can make a tangible
difference in a student’s life.

Source: The Telegraph

Take the focus off of grades

oriented towards indoctrinating students to
be good citizens and is less concerned with
inspiring students to seek out knowledge for
themselves,” said senior Ian Bertrando.

Now, I’m not saying that school is useless. I
think it 1s important we develop social skills
and high school is a great place to start this de-
velopmental process, but for me, that’s where
most of the usefulness ends. I think that we
should reshape the entire curriculum. I know
I would be much more interested in school if
I knew that the things we are learning would
have a real impact on my life.

As for grades, they make learning heavily
stressful and competitive, which is not the en-
vironment [ most want to work in. Add this to
the extra pressure most parents put on their
kids to retain straight A’s (B’s are punish-
able nowadays), and you have students with
lasting psychological damage and little real
world knowledge.

[ know that this is the way things have been
run for years, and there is something to be
said for tradition. However, imagine how
much happier people would be if they didn’t
have four years of their lives wasted.
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Let’s get physical: Withani gorou curriculum and a \idc ragc of topics, Health class strives to e
Kelly Doherty you aren’t mentally able to function normal-  spent fewer years teaching than many of b
Staff Reporter ly. Also, I feel there’s a definite imbalance in  peers, has been trying his hardest to create he

the curriculum when we spend over a week
learning about staying physically fit and only
about an hour discussing suicide,” said one
anonymous senior.

However, other students don’t share such a
negative opinion on the course. “Mr. Monroe
does a really good job of keeping [each unit]
at a safe length of time,” said freshman Will
Anderson. Students must also consider the
privilege SLOHS students have with our cur-
riculum; many other schools, both public and
private, only teach abstinence-based sexual
education, as well as biased viewpoints when
it comes to other topics.

“We need less time spent on obvious things,
and more time spent on things more relevant
to people our age,” said sophomore Whitney
Burns. Teacher Dan Monroe, though he has

best Health program that he can; however he
often feels that the time constraint he faces
tends to create an issue when it comes to fyl-
ly covering crucial issues. “I do believe that
all of the information is covered in the health
curriculum. However, in a perfect world, |
wish I had more time in each area of health.
The reality 1s with a 13 week trimester system
[ am not able to go into depth with every topic
while still covering [the entire] necessary cur-
riculum in the class.”

Health 1s a difficult topic to cover; from
overly opinionated parental opinions, to the
immense amount of information expected
to be taught in such a short period, it is not
an easy task to create a course suited for all.
However, with the input of students, we can
hopefully work to mend the issues at hand.

should PE. be mandatory?

and restricts the freedom of a student’s course
load.

— Based on 37,000 high school students’ re-
According to the California Department of  sponses to surveys from the Centers for Dis-

Health Class is a required course at San Luis
Obispo High, and for good reason; meant
to teach our students crucial information
about their own minds and bodies that they
wouldn’t otherwise know, the basis of the
class 1s a noble one. However, many students
don’t feel fulfilled by the knowledge that has
been imparted unto them. Taught by teacher
Dan Monroe for the last two years, many stu-
dents have voiced their opinions on what they
consider to be subpar curriculum.

“I think there should be a bigger focus on
mental and sexual health, because they’re
considered to be somewhat taboo, and the
stigma should be eliminated. I feel that men-
tal health needs to be addressed more, because
1t’s difficult to maintain physical health when

Holly Schultz

how to stay active for your health, it 1s very
Sports Editor

unlikely that they will grasp it by partaking
in a gym class. P.E. has little to no difference
in an individual’s health and should be only

Education, Physical Education is taught in
order to keep students healthy and promote
active lifestyles as they grow into adulthood.
However, PE in the high school setting ac-
complishes none of these goals. If you take a
look into a San Luis Obispo High School P.E.
class you will see unmotivated students walk-
ing a basketball from one side of the court to
other before giving up and retreating to the
locker room. PE, does not combat obesity

ease Control and Prevention, most students do
not believe gym class is effective. Attempting
to fix this problem by making P.E. mandatory
1s counterproductive because it then becomes
a compulsory activity that students dread.
“Everyone in this class is forced to take it
and that causes extreme apathy throughout
the students,” said junior Sophia Rawson on
the attitude students have towards the class.

[f by high school someone has not learned

taken voluntarily.

No one can argue that physical exercise s
important for adolescents but making P.E. 2
mandatory class is not the answer. Once Stu-
dents lose their freedom of choice and are
forced into a class the benefits are eliminated

Sources: .
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
California Department of Education
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Opinion Cont.

Daniel Imrem
Staff Reporter

The 1ssue of violent video games and their
connection to real-life violence is a difficult
one to discuss, mainly because you can’t
choose one ultimate side without either 1gnor-

4 ing studies, or generalizing a large segment of
youth culture in its entirety. There is an un-
deniable link between crimes in both the real
world and the digital one; however, the point
that 1s often missed by sensationalist sources
and reporters 1s that it isn’t the ONLY link.

There are numerous variables that go into
every outburst of violence, and “Grand Theft
Auto V" or “Mortal Kombat X" shouldn’t be
labeled as the primary source of all evil.

One of the reasons news organizations and
their like often tie the two together is because,
well, the connection i1s just so easy to make.
You see blood on the screen, you see blood
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reshmen rrenzy.

Roland Moore
Staff Reporter

As a freshman, I’'m surrounded by the ha-
tred and discrimination following every ninth
grader at San Luis Obispo High School. It
isn’t fair, as many freshmen such as myself
are just trying to get through their first year of
high school. The term “one bad apple spoils
the bunch” has never rang more true, as fresh-
men acting immature and annoying are the
only ones that upperclassmen notice. Not ev-

ery freshman deserves to be hated. |
“I don’t dislike freshmen in general, it’s Just

in the streets, it’s not strange to wonder if
the two translate somehow. However, video
games are -at the end of the day- just another
type of media.

Bf’ It an audio-visual one that requires inter-
action, it’s still a hardly more involving form
of .media than the mental stimulation you re-
ceive from reading or watching a film. And,
on the topic of literature and cinema, it’s only
through hindsight do we scoff at speculation
and censorship in regards to their passionate,
if at times violent, content.

Now, I’'m not saying it’s wrong for a con-
cerned public to keep on the side of caution,
but from what I can tell, it looks as though
what we're witnessing is something differ-
ent 1n its intent. It seems to be scapegoating.
Criminals have cited movies from “A Clock-
work Orange™ to “The Matrix™ to excuse their
behavior, and even novels like “The Catch-
er in the Rye” have been thrown under the

o -
i — ——— TR -

reshman Roland Moore recetves a (friendly) lesson in intimidation from junior Eric Osmond.

Give freshmen a chance

when they’re immature. [People dislike them]
because they’re new to it all, like they’re
straight out of middle school, although some
can be loud and really immature which really
annoys people. Some freshmen are really
chill though,” said sophomore Ryan Stokes.
“p’11 admit I do like to give freshmen a hard
time.”

A lot of freshmen are really loud and im-
mature. In my own freshman classes, there’s
often at least three students who are loud and
act out of line to try to be funny or seem cool.

Lots of freshmen are also able to identify off
the top of their head immature freshmen, yet

easily excitable news bandwagon. Even Ted
Bundy claimed the evils of pornography were
to blame for his violent actions, but we were
smart enough to ignore him then because of
his obvious sociopathy.

So why are we allowing ourselves and
others to be convinced by it now? Why are
we letting the words of criminals and mad-
men dictate how we live our lives, when we
discharge them from society because we’ve
already deemed their mental constructs unsta-
ble?

We cannot allow ourselves to be moved by
murderers and FOX news. We cannot, in a
sense, let a few “bad eggs” ruin the basket,
because when we have given up our intellec-
tual power to delineate right from wrong for
ourselves, that’s when we really should keep
away from even the mere suggestion of vio-
lence- be it in the format of a videogame, or a
children’s bedtime story.
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the ninth graders who don’t stand out because
of obnoxiousness are still lumped in as fresh-

men.

“Freshmen new and immature a lot of the
time. Like we’re straight out of middle school
and new to everything,” said freshman Daniel

Dufty.

“I think it’s a maturity thing. They think
things are funny that normal people wouldn’t
find funny.” said science teacher Ryan Ritchie.

The loud, obnoxious, annoying freshman
should be put in their place, but the ones who
are just going through the motions shouldn’t

have to suffer because of them.
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Roshan Campbell
Catharine Clark
Madeline Romero
Tristan Sill
Cambria Joyce
Lauren MacGregor
Evan Smith
Yazmin Virgen
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[an Bertrando
Taryn Brencola
Jacob Ruth

Dillion Stricklin
Raven Talkowski
James Talmage
Jesus Flores
Vannesa Rodgri-
guez

Madison O’Brien
Madeleine Whalen

James Zanoli

UC San Diego
Brogan Nicolds

Point Loma Nazarene
Joe Bravo

Tanner Moore

Austin Petersen
Evan Lin

*Deferring for a vear
Compiled with help from Colleen
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CSU iCO

Fiona Huffa
Avery Martir
Alex Odom
Dylan Smit
Emily Lova

UC Davis

Zacary Adler
Dani Castiilo

er

Cassidy Block
Kieran Bolger

Zoe Ehlers
Amber lofis

Alex Mihaila
Trevor Porter

,

Dustin Stephens

UC Berkeley
Danielle Dyaz
Spencer Dayle
Bailey Mah
Deep Mistry
Charlie Teaford
Christy Wilvert
Autmn Wozniak

i* Kasey Baue
Haley Grant
Noah Cleere

Wi

CSU Sonoma

Mills College
Marisa Tangemar
Morgan Leisb-

Cuesta College
Jessica Agar
Grady Ahern
Max Amaya
Tavia Andruss
Lauren Anthoni
Skyler Anderson
Evan Anselmo
Issac Bagnall
Kandra Barron
Kylie Barron
Sae Han Bae
Brett Beaudoin
Ian Bertrando
Taryn Brencola
Taylor Bender
Kelsi Bonzi
Henry Bordeaux
Conner Castro
Morgan Chad-
well
William Chris-
tian

Joshua Glen
Aramis Knox

[van Cobarrubias
Tanya Corbarru-
bias Penazola
Miguel De
Chavez Michel
Cyprus Cully
Dario Delgado
Stephanie Delgado
Malea Detwiler
Jeremy Donk
Brayden Dye
Ashley Edmonds
Evan Elias
Adam Estes
Cian Fernandez
Haley Fiscalini
Miguel Diaz
Chenin Dotson
Zuelima Gon-
zalez

Zachary Good-
son

Micah Grauel

Alexandra
Johnson
Kami Kaba

Bethany Ken-

drick
Clay Kim

sudrey King

Hannah Inman
David Jackson
Kelby Jecker

Hannah

Greenelsh
Brenden Greenlee

Wayne Griczen

Jonathan Hayes
Eduardo Herman-
dez

Gnisett Hernandez

Pricer Hitchcock
Brian Howard

Chase Fetyko
Cassidy Fisher
Axton Freeman
Christian Fuller
Robert Fullton
Benjamin Gaines
Chandler Har-
rison

Sam Hatchard
Matthew Jones
Sage Kelley
Carla Lara Gur-
dado

Elizabeth
Kirschner
William
Kirschner
Quinn Kozu-
chek

Kacy LeSage
Sara Lorant
Valene Lorton
Miguel Lua

Jonathan Lowe
Brandon Mallory
Curt Manning Jr.
Colton Marcum
Shelby Martin
Daniel Martinon

Holly Mellin
Brandon Montoya

Aidan Moreland
Anna Morgan
Nicholas Mortola
Joshua Nelson
Bronson Nich-
olas

Joelle Norris
Antonio Ochoa
Bruno Ostrander
Gus Phelan
Meiya Pike

Erin Pipes
Makenzie Rempe
Anna Reynaga
Nicholas Reyn-

Greyson Lyon

Joseph Mowrey
Farhaan Nishtar
Kaylee O’Brien

Chase Ochoa
Ashray Patil
Dalton Pipes
Rikk1 Roach
Leit Taylor
White

~ CONGRATS CLASS OF
2015

olds

Mason Robesky
Catherine Rodri-

guez
Brayam Rodriguez

German Rodriguez
Jennifer Sagredo
Abel Sanchez
Parsit Sae-Tae
Edith Salgado
Elijjah Selman
Victor Santiago
Adame
Madelynn Smith
Raymond Smith
Brooke Snow
Melissa Sotelo
Dylan Sparling
Reva Strawn
Monica Martinez
-Santana
Ricardo Marti-
non

Joseph Mowrey

Katie Tenorio
Jonathan Ver-
gara

Alex Viles
Lauren Wagner
LaGrille

Stella Walker
Andrew Wau-
chope

Sabina Ybarra




CONGRATS CLASS OF 2015

Western Washington University |

University of Washington  Sarah Foster |
Kelly Stenger Annalena Stenger Gonzaga University
Gniffin Irving
Joelle Lewis*
TehyaWidmann Seattle University
Brandon Bassler

S S——

University of Montana
Piper Brown

Axynaliese Lippold

\ . .
\\ Montana State University
’\ Kenidi Campa

)
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Seattle Pacific Universit

Holly Mac Farlane
Portland State University

Rachel Ferguson
John Roberts

Pacific Northwest College of Art

Nicole Howard z
Oregon State University
Michael Escalle

Willamette University {/
Mia Abram

University of Oregon

Janson Fritzley
Declany Grant
University of Utah
Roxanne Lois Lamson
Sophia May 2/
Utah State University‘ :
Kellen Huber
Brigham Young University 4
Audra Packard
Arizona State University /

Ramsay Juretic g
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Grand Canyon University

Marines AmeriCorps : |
Kameron Rennick  Kathryn Olson MIshela Llngk TR
Fatima Estrada Alamilla University of Colorado Bouldet ) ¢
Gap Year Marin Moore Callie Hamari
Haven Kardel Casandra Tapia Cruz Connor Troy :
Annie McNulty |
Matthew Loyaga Colorado School of Mines |
Isabella Castenholz Monica Hoskins University of Denver |
University of Toronto Pima Arizona Community College Gabrielle Penvenne |
Talia Main, Tea Main Nathan Schmid °
Coventry University
Nigel Goodison

Regents University, London
Jason Britt*

* Deferring for a year
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Syracuse University
lexis Cutler
dna Salvatore

University of Illinois Champagne
Natalia DeMartini

. - AR Cornell Universit
University of Michigan Mara Basich-P easg

) 1anshu Zhao
' l‘-— Ohio Wesleyan University

Bin Jin

Westminster College in College of Engineering
/ /| phia Moreno gvan New- Schmidt

¥ssar College
aylene Shanbrom

Sarah Lawrence College
Drew Minnoch

— Barnard College
Isabel Kramer

Mia Rolph

New York University

Bernard Duffy

Yale University
Mila Dorjr*

' eorge Washington University
Dorothy Monza

Z47University of Tennessee
rali Dixit

Belmont University

’ —
‘ Bardo Novotny

-

J
University of South Carolina
Megan Mulder
&,
| 9 Q

Baylor University
Brooks Hollister

7

Complied by 2016 Editor In Chief Holly Schultz with help from Career Center Tech.Colleen Martin
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entors Knissie Miller, Danielle Diaz and Brandon Bassler get their smile on.

Jason Britt
Staff Reporter

Seniors Danielle Diaz, Krissie Miller and
Brandon Bassler have been integral members
of the San Luis Obispo High School Drama
Club since their joining in freshman and
sophomore years and are now saying their
goodbyes as they reflect on the past four
years.

Expressions: How does it feel to graduate and
retire from Drama Club?

Senior Brandon Bassler: We’ve all gotten
along for such a long time, everyone 1s
nostalgic about going. As a trio, along with
senior Dimi Hall, we built this sanctuary, like
a family. It’s very open and I hope that the
future generations will follow in our footsteps
to keep it a positive environment.

Senior Danielle Diaz: Drama Club i1s a place
where we can all express ourselves in a safe
environment. It will be odd not having that
safety for college.

Senior Krissie Miller: I definitely grew into
myself through Drama Club, I don’t think I
would have been able to graduate without it.

Expressions: How was “Hairspray” as your

=11 N T W;f:;.;.ﬂoa_'. -

' 3
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final show?

Miller: 1 think “Hairspray” was the best
show we could have ended with, it was an all-
inclusive show and we had such an ensemble
cast. Even though the show is a tribute to
Tracy’s character, it was very equal for
everyone.

Bassler: It was such a big blowout! Not just
sales wise, but the entire rehearsal process
was entertaining and fun to watch. Watching
the entire cast gives me hope for next year. I
used to be unsure of the club’s survival, but
seeing so many kids come out onto the stage
gave me hope!

Diaz: Hairspray was absolutely amazing! I'm
so sad to see it all go but I still feel like we’re
preparing to start the next show.

Expressions: What kind of advice would you
offer to the new Drama Club?

Miller: Never doubt yourself, I feel like a lot
of times the thing that amped people up the
most was us being motivational, and letting
people know that screw-ups happen and that
they’ve happened before.

Bassler: The theatre is here to let people have
a good time, they may get crazy, but that’s

e
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N ¢ 2 Photo courtesy of Alison Turner

because we care about our space. It’s not
really about what the performance looks like,
it’s the people who perform it. I feel like that
needs to be something that is carried out of
the experience, the people.

Diaz: To anyone who 1s not running
leadership, but auditioning, the worst audition
1s the one that you don’t show up for. Drama
Club 1s an amazing opportunity that you have
in high school and is one you might not get
when you leave, so take advantage of it.

Expressions: What do you get out of Drama
Club?

Diaz: I get a very safe space out of Drama
Club, 1t is a place where you can be yourself,
there 1s no defined structure. What I think
1S so cool 1s that there are many people
involved, but it feels so small because you
know everyone and know how to work with
everyone.,

Bassler: It allows us to have a lot of fun
which I think, when you’re in a high school
environment, 1s beneficial because we focus
our lives around grades and GPA scores. But
when we all get together in Drama Club we
tend to look past that and look at the more
brilliant side of everything.
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Don't try to be something
you're not; try to find things
that interest you and try
finding yourself.
-senior Rattil Chowdhury

Just have fun in High School;
it seems to go by really fast.
But not too much fun, because
grades actually matter.
-senior Haley Grant

Editor: Annie McNulty

Just keep pimping. Call me
if you need tutoring. 805-

704-9905.
-senior Dario Delgado

Remember that high school ~ Have fun, and allow yourself to do
isn’t the be all end all; sure whatever you want, because high work hard. Time goes
Senior it matters, but it doesn’t school isn’t just about grades. It’s by faster than you would
: decide your life. about finding who you are. think. Good luck!
A 6(1/1«53 -senior Maddie Whalen -senior Brandon Bassler -senior Kylie Barron

: A mindful chat with Mila Dorji

Alex Hack
People Editor

The class of 2015 is a notoriously ac-
ademically minded group of students,
and as such, the spots of valedictorian
and salutatorian are extremely covet-
ed. We sat down with future Yale at-
tendee Mila Dorji to discuss some of
life’s more complicated topics. Expres-
sions: What is your name? -

Dorji: “Mila Dorji. Solid first ques-
tion.”

Expressions: What is your quest?
Dorji: “To help people and travel the
world.”

Expressions: A Scottish mountain
must be at least how many feet high to
be called a Munro? (3000)

Dorji: “uh. 'm gonna say 750.”

Expressions: You are shrunk to the
height of a nickel and your mass is
proportionally reduced so as to main-
tain your original density. You are then
thrown into an empty glass blender.
The blades will start moving in 60 sec-

onds. What do you do?

Dorji: “Ya know the base of the blend-
er? Like below where the blades are?
I'd just hug that thing and hold on un-
til it stopped spinning?”

Expressions: Who is the current Prime
Minister of England? (David Camer-
on)

Dorji: “Is it still Cameron?”
Expressions: What is the official lan-
guage of Nigeria? (English)

Dorji: “Uhm, I'm gonna say Nigerian.

No wait! I change my answer to En-
glish.”

Expressions: What is the correct title
for a group of albatross? (Rookery)
Dorji: I'll assume it’s not a flock, so
I'm going to say a berth.

Expressions: Why do they cotton swab
the guy’s arm with rubbing alcohol be-
fore a lethal injection?

Dorji: “Well this is America, the dude
still has rights till he’s dead, right?
Expressions: If you try to fail, and suc-
ceed, which have you done?

Dorji: “Succeed, obviously”
Expressions: What is the air-speed ve-
locity of an unladen swallow?

Dorji: “Well that depends, is it a Euro-
pean swallow? Or African?”
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Senior Staff Farewel]

lzzy Kramer
Opinion Editor

Throughout our lives, we are inundated with ideas about

what high school will be like. From movies to books, we ng\\ Sc,hoo\‘S SR 10 Croese LRI SONg XD
Would dedicate tothe grad |

have a specific, contrived concept of those famous four

Senior Section

Oh, The Places You:i\G;
£ x

pressions asked Sanlus Obispe
G

15

uatingsenfor

years. However, 1t is safe to say that, as sen; ‘ ‘
y as seniors, nearly all (‘.\aSSThe ollowingis 3 tarewoe| p\a‘uﬂ- Hom

of us can view the media depictions of high school with a
grain of salt, knowing that our experiences hold the truth.

Now comes the time for us to bid farewell to the place
where we have learned and evolved for our formative
years. While all of our futures hold great things, it is still
with a twinge that we finally graduate, both from this
school and this time in our lives.

As I reflect on my time at San Luis Obispo High
School, I often wish I could be a fly on the wall during
certain moments of the past four years. Ironically, these
moments are not even particularly crucial, for the sem-
mnal events are etched into my memory- for better or
for worse. Instead, I would like to revisit the mundane:
struggling through yet another chapter of “Great Expec-
tations”, attempting to decipher a Spanish worksheet,
frantically writing an AP U.S. History report. It is not
that these times were particularly exciting, but that for
the last few years, they were my life.

Often, people my age complain that their time was
“wasted” 1n school. While there are many things about
high school I will not miss (some of the more judgmental
attitudes, running the mile, etc..), I am grateful for the
time I spent here.

Everything, from the coursework to the social interac-
tions, shaped me 1in some way. Because of high school,
[ have met people who I want to remain friends with for
the rest of my life. Because of high school, I was exposed
to subjects I adore, and plan to pursue in my future aca-
demic career. Also because of high school, I learned how
to deal with difficult people, and how to pretend I under-
stand Calculus, although I probably never will.

In many ways, the clichés are accurate- spending time
in a place links you to it intrinsically, making it almost
impossible to forget. While I didn’t have the classic high
school experience (who among us did?), I love high
school for what it represents: a time in my life where |
was figuring out crucial truths about myself, making de-
cisions that would directly affect my future, and meeting

some of my favorite people in the world.
Although I enjoyed it, I must admit that I am glad it is
over, if only because the future is so enticing.
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OF 2015...

1)"More thanwords” by &xeme -The Lundy

S

2)“Where do+he crildren Play? by Cat Stevens
MrS.DC\KCSKAmP - :

3) Free” by Rudimenta) £1. Emeli Sande - Mr. RS

H)" Therc's 3Great big Reautiful Tomorow” by

Dian = Mrs.Vusbaum

5)“Li\ﬂe d Ro\\m% Stane.” by Bob Dq lan ~

Mr.WcinsChenk

0)" You cant Mlusays Get it You Want” by

The,Rollmj Stores = Mrs. fvery

7) Rather Be (01 Sewust Sheremi] by Clear

Bandit . Jess Glynne ~Ms. Nichols

8) Tolsom Prison Blues” by Johnny Ash=The

Deans

9) Beautiful Day* by U2L-Mr.Frankung

0)" We are Never Bver Getting Rack Togesher”
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Bucket List 16—

~ ~

5 THINGS TO DO BEFORE LEAVING

- { §4
l ) 1N 4 4 R4 41 )\ ) |
Mia Rolph Obispo and moving on to bigger and bet-
Back Editor ter things. Here is a list of things to do be-
fore the big move, to help the seniors who
For many seniors, the clock is running are leaving make their last months on the

down before they will be leaving San Luis  Central Coast memorable and fun.
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0 ‘HJ al
Attend waffle

_night ati / Camp in B1g Su,
u Llnnaea S Cafe N o

- f‘ : -'s*

See a movie at the
Ft emont Theate |

" -

' "

"""""
' 4

Seea double
feature at the,
Sunset Drive-In.
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Jaz...........

, Have a bonftre vk ir LEE k , = N }
at Port San Lu1s, , = ‘ 1 €4 e pea

R
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gl Swmg Dance at the

Flnd out the hfe
1 Madonna Inn on a story of the Sunshme ._

— & Monday nght B Donuts guy at'3 a.m.
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iHave a c’OlﬂVfﬂ‘SHUOn 7/ Get a donut at .« l....;;f,t Shop a(t’ the

L —with-a homeless \
" person. i"—-'-z SLO Donut Co. ® Swap Meet o
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